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Davida Finger

Community Justice Clinic, Loyola University New Orleans

Join us for a discussion about the ways in which
community organizers and lawyers are working
together to address justice issues in New Orleans.

Wednesday, October 12, 2011, 12-1:15 p.m.
Pound Hall 204, Harvard Law School

Co-sponsored by the Human Rights Program, Office of Public Interest Advising, The Delta Project,
Harvard Immigration Project, HLS American Constitution Society, ACLU-HLS, National Lawyers Guild—HLS Chapter,
HLS Advocates for Human Rights, and Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law Review
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VOTE’S MISSION:





Voice Of The 


Ex-offender (VOTE) is an organization dedicated to building the political power of people most impacted by the criminal justice system, especially formerly incarcerated persons (FIPs,) their families and loved ones.  Through leadership development, community education and voter mobilization, VOTE will ensure that our constituents are at the center of transforming the criminal justice system.











Contact VOTE:





(888) 552-VOTE


Or


(504) 894-8099





� HYPERLINK "mailto:Norris@vote-nola.org" ��Norris@vote-nola.org�





� HYPERLINK "mailto:Rosana@vote-nola.org" ��Rosana@vote-nola.org�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.vote-nola.org" ��www.vote-nola.org�





3301 Chartres Street,


New Orleans, LA


70117











Initially, the Louisiana law that allows FIPS that have completed probation and parole to immediately re-register to vote with the proper documentation might seem lenient compared to states that bar people from voting for life.  However, as VOTE member Ricky Gettridge all too well understands, the little known complexities of this law impose additional barriers on FIPS that wish to regain their voting rights. 


As VOTE reported in the August newsletter, Gettridge was surprised at City Hall during his first attempt to re-register when a flag on his record, which linked back to  2002 probation-related charge, resulted in one month of jail time and $4800 in fines. Thanks to the generosity of various Mardi Gras Indian groups, his lawyer, sister Alison McCrary, and other community members, Gettridge received financial support that allowed him to pay the assorted jail and probation related fees that were keeping him behind bars. 


Although his return to the community was triumphantly celebrated, lingering fears associated with his re-registering ordeal continued to preoccupy Gettridge. 


	Despite this hesitation, Gettridge successfully re-registered to vote on September 20th, about four months after the registrar initially detained him. 


	“It went pretty smoothly this time,” he said, noting that he brought along the letter that certified him to re-register, as well as Norris Henderson and Donald Chopin. Although he acknowledges that the reinstatement of his voting rights was worth the wait, he stressed that that the burdens of this process shouldn’t be minimized. 


“It was a ruckus, and it felt like double jeopardy to me,” he said. 


On a positive note, since he registered thirty days before the next election, Gettridge was eligible to cast his vote in the October 22nd election. 
































Ricky Gettridge Re-registers to Vote
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Member Profile & Shelia Phipps








Member Profile: Stanley Smith


Stanley Smith comes to VOTE with previous interest in law and politics that stems from time he spent living in Washington, DC. 


	“One of the things I bring to VOTE is not being from New Orleans and traveling a lot,” Smith said, “It’s not a plus or a minus, just a different perspective. 


	After he left off doing work for the Center for Racial Justice, Smith felt stagnant until he became involved in the paralegal training class that VOTE lead. After the classes ended, he decided to become fully engaged in the organization.


	“I felt there was stuff that needed to be talked about here, and I liked the way they were going about it,” he explained.


	Smith appreciates both the energy of the other participants in the paralegal class, and the way in which it was taught. 


	“There was a hunger to understand the law,” he said, “It was important for me to learn how to do research, and once you do that you can change the law.


	Smith applies the legal knowledge that he gained in the paralegal training class to other aspects of his work at VOTE. 


	“VOTE has enhanced my views toward the criminal justice system,” he said, “to see not only the racism in this city, but the politics of racism.”


	Smith is currently involved with the hiring process for the Empowered Path Project, and in addition to helping to steer this new venture, he is always thinking about ways that vote can increase its presence in the community.


	“I’d like to see them [VOTE] become a little bit more multi-community,” he said, “to try to prevent youth from becoming FIPs”. 








A Mother’s Art: Every Portrait Tells a Story


  By Jordan Flaherty





[ Shelia]Phipps, a self-taught artist in New Orleans, has been selling and displaying her work for more than 20 years. Her son is Mckinley “Mac” Phipps, the legendary New Orleans rapper who was convicted of manslaughter in 2001 and sentenced to 30 years in prison. �           Now, Phipps is unveiling a series of [6] works [located in her studio] for a show called the Injustice Exhibition.[ To view the exhibition, please call her for an appointment at 504-327-6649.]


Seeing her son locked away caused Phipps’ to use her art in another way, as both activism and as release.�          “Art is a way to express yourself,” she says. “So why not express yourself by raising awareness?” �On February 22, 2000, after a concert in Louisiana, a fight broke out and a young man named Barron C. Victor Jr. was shot and killed. Mac was sentenced to 30 years behind bars. It was his first offense. �           “Before this happened to my son, I thought when people went to jail that they were supposed to be there,” says Phipps. “Going to trial, I see how these DA's twist stories just to get a conviction. Then they go home and sleep at night while innocent people are just sitting there behind bars.” �             For Sheila, every day that Mac is locked up is a struggle, but she plans to continue fighting. “I want to travel with the exhibit,” she says. “Just to shine light on the prison system and how they railroad people. I hope that this will open up a lot of people’s eyes." �\Excerpted from a longer article first published at � HYPERLINK "http://theragblog.blogspot.com/2011/08/art-jordan-flaherty-every-portrait.html" �http://theragblog.blogspot.com�. Read the complete article there � HYPERLINK "http://theragblog.blogspot.com/2011/08/art-jordan-flaherty-every-portrait.html" �http://theragblog.blogspot.com/2011/08/art-jordan-flaherty-every-portrait.html�. 








Shelia Phipps stands by her work. 





Stanley Smith talks about activism at Lafayette square.





       Freedom Riders screened to a new audience





On Friday October 7th, VOTE held its second screening of Freedom Rides, a new Firelight Media documentary about the Freedom Riders and their campaign to desegregate public transport in 1961. This screening was co-hosted by the Youth Empowerment Project.


Before the screening got underway, Norris and Rosana spoke to the youth in attendance. The students were asked to consider the painful sacrifices made by the college students featured in the documentary, in direct relation to the civil rights people enjoy today and also to examine the imperfections of the current racial climate in America. Before starting the film, Norris asked the members of the audience whether or not they would have been on those busses, slated to travel from D.C to New Orleans in 1961.  


In addition to the details of the originally planned freedom ride, the film delves into the subsequent student resistance efforts that took place.  During the movement, a hundred riders were arrested in Mississippi, where many of them were subsequently jailed under abusive conditions in the maximum security facility, Parchment Prison.  


After the film, Norris and Rosana facilitated a discussion among the students. Among the multiple sources of outrage, many students were especially disgusted with the blatant racism of southern political officials, and the ambivalence displayed by the Kennedys when they were asked to come to the aid of the Freedom Riders. VOTE is planning a final screening of Freedom Rides to be held in Central-City in the following months for anyone who hasn’t had a chance to view the film. 








Remembering Troy Davis





The night Troy Davis died, I stood in front of the Louisiana Supreme Court building with 100 other people, including my 10-year-old son, praying that the higher court would do the right thing and grant him a stay of execution. As I left the vigil to attend a meeting with a group of � HYPERLINK "http://vote-nola.org/" �formerly incarcerated persons�, I remembered the first vigil I attended in New Orleans, in April of 1997, for the execution of John Ashley Brown. 


I arrived at the meeting site, the � HYPERLINK "http://r-a-e.org/home" �Resurrection After Exoneration� (RAE) house and everyone there was talking about the impending decision over Troy Davis’ life, the protests around the world, the hundreds of others on death row, the number of individuals on death row who were found to be innocent (138 to date, nationwide.) � HYPERLINK "http://witnesstoinnocence.org/view_stories.php?Derrick-Jamison-11" �Derrick Jamison�, number 119, was standing next to me. He talked about how they had tried to execute him in Ohio, he had spent 17 years imprisoned for a murder he did not commit. 


We can’t bring Troy back. And we can’t spend too long lamenting who he would have been to us, had he been exonerated and set free, as I did on the night he died, tears welling up in my eyes as I thought of his exhortation to all of us to continue fighting. There are too many Troy Davises still with us, too many people still embattled by a criminal justice system rooted in vengeance, slave labor and racism. We have to make sure that we continue to fight so that they won’t become another Troy Davis, martyr and symbol, but that they can take their place among the ranks of Derrick Jamison, John Thompson and Norris Henderson, living warriors who inspire us, fill us with hope and urge us to be our best selves, bigger than the greatest injustices we’ve faced.


Excerpted from a longer article first published at http://www.bridgethegulfproject.org/blog. Read the complete article there � HYPERLINK "http://bridgethegulfproject.org/node/468" �http://bridgethegulfproject.org/node/468�. 








The original freedom rides were organized by the Congress of Racial Equality. (CORE)
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NORRIS’ACCOUNTABILITY AFTER KATRINA TALK





On October 12th Norris and Loyola Professor Davida Finger traveled to Massachusetts to speak at Harvard University. 





They spoke with law students to explain the process of getting involved with public interest law, and becoming a community oriented lawyer. 





This is just one of several similar speaking engagements that Norris has for the month of October. Other talks will take place in Philadelphia and Washington, D.C





COMING UP NEXT MONTH: 


VOTE attends two conferences in Los Angeles Nov





VOTE co-hosts Community Action Training. For more information:


� HYPERLINK "http://ctwo.org/index.php?s=30" �http://ctwo.org/index.php?s=30� 





Tabling at the Grand Opening of the New Orleans Food Coop 





Update on Grassroots Fundraising








JOIN US FOR THE NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING 


WEDNESDAY Nov 9, AT 7PM AT THE RAE HOUSE


1212 St. Bernard Avenue, NO, LA 70117

















